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CHAPTER I.

The Plainsman.
' T man Was riding Just below the

ummlt of the ridge, occasionally
his head so as to gaze acroes

the crest, shading his yes with one
hand, to thus better concentrate his
vision. Both horse and rider; plainly
exhibited signs of weariness, but

very movement of the latter showed
ceaseless vigilance, his glance roam-

ing the barren ridges, s brown Win-

chester lying cocked across the saddle
pommel, his left hand taut on the
rein. Yet the horse he beBtrode
scarcely required restraint, advancing

lowly, with head hanging low, and
only occasionally breaking Into a

brief trot under the imielu uf lb
pur.

The rider was a man approaching
thirty, somewhat siender and long of
limb, but possessing broad, squared

boulders above a deep chest, sitting
the saddle easily tn plainsman fasti-Ion- ,

yet with an erectrtess of carriage
which suggested military training.
The face under the wide brim of the
weather-wor- n slouch hat was clean-hnve-

browned by sun and wind,
and strongly marked, the chin slight-

ly rominent, the mouth firm, the gray
eyes full of character and daring. His
dress was that of rough service, plain

. leather "chaps," showing marks of
hard, usage, a gray woolen sblrt turn- -

ed ov at the neck, with a kerchief
i

knotted loosely about the sinewy
bronsed throat.. At one hip dangled
the holster of a "forty-five.- on the
other hung a canvas-covere- canteen.
His was figure and face to be noted
anywhere, a man from whom you
would expect both thought and action,
and one who seemed to exactly fit

Into his wild environment,
,Where he rode was the very west-

ern extreme of the prairie country,
billowed like the sea, and from off the
crest of its higher ridges, the wide
level sweep of the plains was visible,
extending like a vast brown ocean to
the foothills of the y moun-

tains. Yef, the actul commencement
1 of that drear, barren expanse was

fully ten miles distant, whtle all
bout where be rode the conformation

was irregular, comprising narrow val-

leys and swelling mounds, with here
arid there a sharp ravine, riven from
the rock and Invisible until one drew
up startled at Its very brink. The
general trend of depression was un-

doubtedly southward leading toward
the valley of the Arkansas, yet Irregu-

lar riilaes occasionally cut across,
adding to the confusion. The entire
surrounding landscape presented the
same aspect, with no special object
upon which the eye could rest for
guidance no tree, no upheaval of
rock, no peculiarity of summit, no
snake-lik- e trail all about extended
the same dull, dead monotony of
brown, bills, with slightly
greener depressions lying between.
Interspersed by patches of sand or the
ehlte gleam of alkali. It was a
dreary? deserted land, pRrched under

"

the hot summer sun, brightened by no
vegetation, excepting sparse bunches
of burfalo grass or an occasional
tunted sage bush, and disclosing no-

li here the slightest sign of huiuau
habitation '

rising sun reddened the crest
of the hills, and the rider, halting his
willing horse, sat motionless, gazing
steadily into the southwest. Appar-

ently be perceived nothing there un-

usual, for he slowly turned his body
about In the saddle, sweeping his
eyea, inch by inch, along the line of
the horizon, until the entire circuit
had been completed. Then his com-

pressed lips smiled slightly, his hand
unconsciously patting , the horse's
neck.

"1 reckon we're still alone, old girl,"
he said quietly, a bit of Southern
drawl in the voice. "Well try for
the trail, and take It easy."

He swung stiffly out of the saddle.
and with reins dangling over niB

boulder, began the slower advance
on foot, the exhausted horse trailing
behind. His was not a 'situation In

which one could feel certain of Bafety,

for any ridge might conceal, the wary

foemen he sought to avoid, yet he
now with renewed confidence.

It was the summer ot ib, ana me
place the very heart of the Indian
country, with every separate tribe
ranging between the Yellowstone and

the Brazos, either restless or openly

on the war-pat- Rumors of atrocities
were being retold the length and
breadth of the border, and every re-- ..

ArifUnr In to either fort or set

tlement only Sided to the alarm. For
once at least the Plains. Ipdians had
discovered a common cause, tribal dif-

ferences had been adjusted ,ln war

against the white invader, and Klo-- ,

was, Comanches, Arapahoes, Chey-enne- s

and Sioux had; become welded
together In savage brotherhood. To

...note them were the scattered and
"N. .,nnrrnl7.ed settlers lining the re ore

'..-t- . one.-ims- . uuarded by small tic-

.hments of regular trootws'ix-ste-

and there amid that oroniwil.
scarcely within topiich fahj.
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patrol wandered roaming war parties,
attacking travelers on the tralla, raid-
ing exposed settlements, and occa-
sionally venturing to try open battle
with the' small squads of armed men.
In this stress of sudden emergency
every available soldier on active duty

civilians had been pressed Into erV'
ice, and hastily despatched to warn
exposed settlors, guide wagon trains,
or carry despatches between outposts.
And thus our rider. Jack Keith, who
knew every foot of the plains lying
between the Republican and the Can-
adian rivers, was one of these thus
suddenly requisitioned, merely be-

cause he chanced to be discovered un-

employed by the harassed commander
of a cantonment Just without the en
vtronn of Orson City . Twenty mln.
utes later he was tiding swiftly Into
the northwest, bearing Important
hews to General Sheridan, commander
of the Department, who happened at
that moment to be at Fort Calrne.s
To Keith this had been merely anoth-
er page In a career of adventure; for
him lo take his life In his hands had
long ago become an old story, lie
had quietly iierfonued the siecliil
duty allotted him. watched a squad-

ron of troopers trot forth down the
valley of the Republican, received the
hasty thanks of the peppery little gen-

eral, and then, having npthlng better
to do, traded his horse In at the gov.
ernment corral for a fresh mount and
started back again for Carson City.
For the greater portion of two nights
and a day he had been In the saddle,
but he was accustomed to this, for he
had driven more than one buncb of
longhorns up the Texas train and as
be had slept three hours at Calrnes.
and as his nerves were like steel, the
thought of danger gave him slight
concern. He was thoroughly tired,
and it rested him to get out of the
addle, while the freshness of the

morning air was a tonic, the very
breath of which made him forgetful
of fatigue.

After all. this was Indeed the very
sort of experience which appealed to
him. and always had this life of
peril In the open, under the star and
the sky. He had constantly experi-

enced It for o long now, eight years,
as to make It seem merely natural.
While he ploughed aieadlly forward
through the shifting sand of the cou-

lee, his thought drifted idly back over
those years, and sometimes he smiled.,
and occasionally frowned, as various
Incidents returned to memory. It had
been a rouah life, yet vine not unusual
to those of his generation. Porn of
excellent family In tidewater ,Vinsin!s.
hiB father a successful planter, his
mother had died while he was still In

early boyhood, and be had grown up
it oK from all womiinly Influence. He

tad barely attained his majority, a

senior at V.'IM'f-- and Mary's College,
when the Civil War came; and one
month niter Virginia cast In her lot

with the South, lie beenme a sergeant
In a cavalry 'regfnv'nt commanded by

his 'father. He l.ay enjoyed that life
and won his spurs, yet it had cost, j

There wns much not to i

remember, and those strenuous years
Of almost fighting, of long
night march, of swift, merciless
raiding-- , of lonely scouting within the
enemy's: lines, of' severe wounds,
hardship and suffering, had left their

arks on both btv'y and soul. His
father hud fallen on the field at Antle- -

tam. and left him utterly alone in the
world, but he had fought on grimly
to the end. until the last flag of the
Confederacy had b"en furled. By that
time, upon the collar of his tattered
gray Jacket appeared the tarnished In:

slgnia of a cRntain. The quick tears
dimmed his eyes even now as he re
called anew that finnl parting follow-

ing Appomattor. the battle-wor- faces
of his men, and bisiwn painful Jour
ney homeward, defeated, wounded and
penniless. It was no home when he
got there, only a heap of ashes and a

few weed grown acres. No familiar
face greeted him; not even a slave
was left. .'.;"...

He had honestly endeavored fb re
main there, to face, the future and
work It nut alone; he persuaded him-

self to feel that this was his para-

mount duty tothe state, to the mem
ory of the dead. But those very years
of army life made such a task im-

possible; the dull, dead monotony of
routine, the loneliness, the slowness
of results, became Intolertble. As It

came to thousands of his omradea,
the call of the West
at last be yielded, and drifted towu"Pd

the frontier. The life there fascinat-
ed him, drawing him deeper acd deep,
er Into Its swirling vortex. He" be-

came freighter, mall carrier, hunter,
government scout, cowboy, foreman.
Once he had drifted into -- the moun-

tains, and took aVhance In the mines,
but the wide plains called him back
once more to their desert loneliness.
What an utter waste It all seemed,
now that he looked back upon "it.
Eight years of, lighting, hardship and
rough living, and what had they

him?' The .reputation of a

hard rider, a daring flayer at cards,
a quick shot, a scorner of danger, and
a hsd man tofool with that was the
v.hoi of a rlcord hardly won. Th
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man's eyes hardened, his Hps set firm-
ly, as tl.lB truth came crushing home.
A pretty life story surely, one to be
proud of, and with probably no better
ending than an Indian bullet, or the
(lash of a revolver In some barroom
fight, ;. ... ... '.. ...'.''

The narrow valley along which he
was traveling suddenly changed Its
direction, compelling him to climb the
rise of the ridge. Slightly below the
summit he halted. In front extended
the wide expanse of the Arkansas
valley, a scene of splendor under the
golden rays of the aun, with vivid i

contrast of colors, the gray of rocks
tbe yellow of sand, the brown of dis-

tant hills, the green of vegetation,
and tho silver hu ot the ali en in

half hidden behind the fringe of cot-to-

woods lining its banks. This was
a sight Keith half often looked upon,
but always with appreciation, and for
the moment his eyes swept across
from bluff to bluff without thought
except for it wild beauty. Then he
perceived something which Instantly
startled him Into attention yonder,
close beside ..the, river, Just beyond
that ragged bunch of cottonwoods,
slender spirals of blue smoke were
visible. That would hardly be a camp
of freighter at this X our of iv J day.
and besides, the Santa Fe trail along
here ran close in against the bluff,
coming down to the river at the ford
two miles further west. No party of
plainsmen would ever venture to build
a fire in so exposed a spot, and no
small company would take the
chiiii of Wltai:, Itut ur!y t

appeared to be the flan of a canvas
wagon top little to the right of the
smoke, yet all was so far away he
could not be certain. He stared In

that direction a long while, shading
his eyes with both hands, unable to
decide, There were three or four mov-

ing black dots higher up the river, but
so far away he could not. distinguish
whether men or animals. Only as out
lined against the yellow sand dunes
could he tell they were advancing
westward toward the ford.,

Decidedly puzzled by all this, yet ( j

determined to solve the rnysiery and
unwilling 10 remain uiuueu mem uu- -

til night. Keith led his horse along the
slant of the ridge, until be attained

"I
r 5 vH::
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Slender Spirals of Blue 8mok Wra

Visible.

sharp break through the bluff leading
down Into the valley. It waa a rug-

ged gush, nearly impassable, but
hair hour of toll won them the lower
prairie, the winding path preventing
the slightest view of what might be
meanwhile transpiring below. Once
safely out In the valley the river could
no longer be seen, while barely a

hundred yards away, winding along
like a great serpent, ran the deeply
rutted trail to Santa Fe. In neither
direction appeared any sign of human
life. As near a be could determine
fromithose distant cottonwoods

the sky. for the smoke
spirals were too thin by then to be ob-

served, the spot sought must be con-

siderably to the right of where heTia'd

emerged. With this Idea in mind he
advanced cautiously, hl every sense
alert, searching anxiously for fresh
siens of nassage or evidence of
wagon train having deserted the beat
en track, and turned south. The trail
Itself, trustless and packed hard, re
venled nothing, but some. live hundred
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Mrs. Hansen. In a Letter From

Mobile, Ttlis ItowEie Gaired IL

Mobile. Ala. "I suffered for seven
years, with womanly trouble," writes
Mrs. Sigurd Hansea in a letter from
this city. "I felt Weak and always had
a headache and wns always going to

the dootor. At last I wns operated on,

and felt better, but son I had the

same trouble.
Mv husband asked nie to try Canlul.

I felt better after tho first bottle, and

now, I haveia gpod .ppetKe and sleop

well. I feel fliw, and the .doctor tells

me I am looking better than he ever

new me."
If you are islck and ralsernWo, and

suffer from any f the pains due to

wnmanlv trouble--tr-y Cardul.
Cardul Is successful because It to

composed of Ingredients that baveleen
founil to act curatlvcly on the woman

ly constitution.
Fr more than fifty years, It has been

used by women of all gs, with great

uccess. Try it Your druggist sells it.

c Women,' Mm in pin wifv"

Home and Farm Supplies
Stoves

Wo can supply your neeila In ciwl
ami gns atoves at the lotvPttl pric-
es. Cock atovce anil liintliiK
Mtovea ranges, etc.

Paint
The fall la the beat time to paint

your house, because of the scarcity
of film anil gnats. Also Hie house
needs this protection from the
winter rains and storms. We Imve
the best grade mailo, and alto
cheaper paint.

Hardware and Cutlery
There la n article . In Nlie hard-War- e

line that we do not carry.Tliis
Include tools of all kind " r me-

chanics and farmers.

Miscellaneous
Our line of hnrneos is complete

nd attractive in style and price.
rvttcrles for telephones and gna

engine. Kresli stork.
tiuudlne and oils of nil kinds.
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a
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yards beyond the ravine be discovered
what he sought here two wagon had
turned sharply to th left, their,
w heel cutting deeply enough Into th
prairie sod 'to show them heavily
laden. With the xprloce cf th ,

border be was able to determine that
these wagon were drawn by mules,
two span of each, their small hoofs
clearly defined on the turf, and that
they were being driven rapidly, on
sharp trot as they turned, and then.

hundred feet further, at a sinning
gallop. Just outside their trail ap-

peared the marks of a galloping horse.
A few rods farther along Keith came
to a confused blur of pony tracks
sweeping fn from the east, and Ih"
whole Slory of the chase was revealed
as though he had witnessed It with his
own eyes. They must have been
crazy, or else Impelled by some grave
necessity, to venture along this trail
in so smsll party. And they were
traveling west west! Keith drew a

deep breath, and swore to himself.
"Of 11 the blame fools!"

H perceived the picture In all Its
grewsome details th two inule-draw- n

wagons moving slowlf aleng
th trail In the early morning: the
hand of Titistlle Indians suddenjy
swooping out from som obscure hid-

ing plare In the bluffs: the discovery
of their presence; the desperate effort
at escape; the swerving from the
open 'rail In vain hope of reaching
the river and finding protection un-

derneath Its banks; the frightened
mules galloping wildly, lashed Into

(Continued on pnge sevoiil

When you have a bilious

glv Chainberlln's Tablets a

They are excellent, tor
all dealers.

W NEW

attack
'.'.trial

sulo by

THE MERRIAM WEBSTER?

t it is NEW CREA- -
pecau.c itjon. covering every

bold of Die world's lliouicht,
nt.rm and rillllire. Ttl0 Dtll'

new unabridged dictionary in
many yoars.

R.o.,,1 dclvics over ni,nipecanse .(I.,A . more thsn ever
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The famous lllnlM-l- l W agons kept
In stock at nil time. Tliecy re

liunrsiitml and give satisfaction
right along. I'rlce moderate.

We sell mill ot all kind. Saw
Mills, irit Mill, t'ane Mills, Km
glnea, lloilers, etc. We emu v

you mo ny.

Doors and
Large saork of doors and ash at

extra iMrgaln prices. We bought a
lame bankrupt stock and will save
you money. All kind of builder'
iippllo. ,.

(lialr. lied. HroKaer, Couihe.
Tallies, (lilrfonelna, Maltmra.
Kitchen I tciill. Dining I loom ou-

tfit, etc. Our price are alway
a low a possible.

Our Percentage of Small, and We Never
Over-Charg- e Customer on Any Article.
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We sell all the and (ill

LOUISA.

Sash

Furniture

TOILET GOODS.
quality always stouv- .-

leading remedies prescriptions

accurately. A trial will convince vou.

Druggists'

Supplies

Machinery

Profits

Brushes,

Combs,

A. M. HUGHES,
DRUGGIST

KENTUCKY

Saw-rh- i 1 1 s. Corn mills, Boilers.
Ensra-iisrEs- , etc

MONT HOLT : Louisa, Ky.

STATE

NORMAL

Wagons

A THAINlXtl SCIKK)!, Villi TK.H'UKllS.
txn iWKS: 1'r.pieUn-y- , StAto Certificate, Life Diploma
County Certificate, JtYlnv, SpiM'ljll,

Tuition Free to

&c

fipcnie. Very low. Ask About 11. Ariitlic Calaloruc Free
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Snyder Hardware Company
jjunerai uirectora.

Our obargea are reaeonanie ana we will supply with t
ksii careful attention. Anything required front the low

rloed to the mast costly arrangement.
We will gladly receive order by telephone, and. deV
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